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January 17, 2026

Islamabad

Federal ‘Minister for Na-
tional Heritage and Culture
Division Aurangzeb Khan
Khichi, has assured that the
Ministry would extend full
cooperation to literary or-
ganisations across the coun-

He expressed thése
views while addressing the
inaugural ceremony of the
second ten-day Inter-provin-
cial Residential Program for
Young Writers; held at the
Sheikh Ayaz Conference

Hall. of the Pakistan
Academy of Letters (PAL)
on Friday.

The minister stated that
writers play a vital role in
guiding the nation on the
right path and shaping soci-
ety’s moral and intellectual
direction.

He reaffirmed that the
government would provide
full support to literary insti-
tutions working for the pro-
motion of literature.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chairperson of PAL,
Dr. Najeeba Arif, empha-
sized the need to discover
and promote more writers
from South Punjab.

She said that despite all
obstacles, efforts must con-

tinue, adding that true talent

M]mster pledges fu]l
support for literary
organisations

4 LRt e
finds its way forward like
water.

She apprecmed PALs
tireless efforts in identifying
new literary talent and paid
tribute to the late Senator
Irfan Siddiqui for his contri-
butions to the promotion of
literary institutions.

Dr. Arif also acknowl-
edged Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif's initiatives for
the welfare of writers, re-
vealing that a summary has
been sent to the Prime Min-
ister's. Office to increase
writers’ honorarium to
Rs25,000, with plans for fur-
ther enhancement.

At the conclusion of her
remarks, she expressed
gratitude to the distin-
guished guests and wel-
comed the 20 young writers
selected for the prestigious

National Heritage and Cul- |
ture Division, Asad Rehman
Gilani, praised PALs role, *
stating that the Ministry of
Culture is playing an impor-
tant part in bringing national '
writers together. |
Renowned poet Iftikhar |
Arif said that any work writ-
ten in any language consti-
tutes Pakistani literature and

stressed that all languages
deserve equalrespect. |
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